[Thoracoscopy with mediastinoscope in pediatric complicated parapneumonic effusion]
OBJECTIVE: To evaluate our experience with thoracoscopy with small mediastinoscope in complicated parapneumonic effusion in children.METHODS: From July 1995 to June 1997, seven children with complicated parapneumonic pleural effusion underwent thoracoscopy with mediastinoscope at Hospital de Clínicas de Porto Alegre. The procedure was carried out with a small mediastinoscope built in our hospital.RESULTS: There were six girls and one boy. The procedure was preformed under general anesthesia, without selective intubation. Six patients had previous intercostal tube drainage; one underwent thoracoscopy as a primary procedure. No complication was observed after the procedure. During follow-up, two children underwent pleurotomy due to residual pleural effusion with persistent fever; two others presented asymptomatic small pleural effusion.CONCLUSION: Thoracoscopy with small mediastinoscope is safe, efficient and without severe complications. It is very useful to remove loculated complicated parapneumonic effusion at fibrinopurulent stage and to enable lung expansion.